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informing him that he had been elected President.
At once he hastened back to China,
A few weeks later, on January ist, 1912, he was
formally elected President of the Chinese Republic
by the Assembly, Five weeks later, because he was
told that the Manchu dynasty would not abdicate
for him, but would for another. Yuan Shih Kai, he
resigned, and Yuan was elected President in his
stead. Yuan proved to be a despot of the old school,
and although Sun Yat Sen tried to work with him,
the pair never saw eye to eye. Indeed, they had
many heated quarrels, and thirteen months after
being elected President, Sun was again a fugitive,
He heard a knocking at his door, and a voice which he
recognized as belonging to the chief of police, demand-
ing admittance. His acquaintanceship with back
doors and garden walls stood him in good stead, and
he was gone when the police burst their way in to
maltreat his wife, drag his sick daughter from her
bed, and to prod every hiding place with their
bayonets, A few weeks later he arrived in Japan,
again in disguise,
From Japan Dr. Sun wrote to Yuan, telling him
that he was a traitor and that he had usurped the
r6le of the Manchus. Therefore, as he had displaced
the Manchus, so would Sun Yat Sen soon unseat
Yuan. There were others who subscribed to Sun's
appreciation of Yuan's qualities, for there was soon
an outbreak which was quashed with true Manchu
ruthlessness. Yuan conceived the idea of becoming
Emperor, and he ordered that petitions to this end
should be sent to him from all parts of the country.